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Part II: Data 
Acquisition 

q  Feedback and your Friend of  Project 

q  Creating an msb using the Observing Tool 

q  The Query Tool (at the telescope – data acquisition!) 

q  Accessing your data – OMP and CADC 

q  The DR process (briefly!) 



Feedback: 

ü  Did you get time? 

ü  Do you need to adjust your project?  

ü  allocated time 

ü  weather band 

ü  number of  regions 

It is at this point when you will be assigned a Friend Of  Project: 



www.eaobservatory.org/jcmt/observing/software-installation/

#observing-tool  

www.eaobservatory.org/JCMT/observing-tool/  



JCMT Observing Tool (OT) 
Preparing MSBs for your project: 

MSB:  Minimum Scheduling Block  
  A recipe for observing 
  Typically around 1 hour in total length 
  A project might have a single MSB repeated multiple times 
  A project might have multiple MSBs  
   for different instruments 
   for different conditions 

Considerations: 
•  Weather constraints 
•  Elevation constrains 
•  Prioritisation 
•  Completions requirements 

•  signal-to-noise detection/binning/allocated time 
•  Please add project notes! 
 



Example project containing 3 msb’s: 



The OT provides a library of 
templates for your project: 

Library of 
SCUBA-2  

msb’s 



Library of Heterodyne msb’s 



First step – create a project: 



Second step – copy over template from  
SCUBA-2/ACSIS Library  



Third step – edit program msb’s to match proposal 



When ready submit your project to the database: 

It is possible to fetch an uploaded project and make changes 





At the telescope – the Query Tool: 

The Query Tool is where your project’s msbs will be accessed 
by the telescope operator and when appropriate observed. 



At the telescope – the Query Tool: 



At the telescope – the Query Tool: 



Once your project is approved you will have access 
and support to the OMP: 

Observation Management Project  
 
For users it provides: 
ü  Access a project 
ü  View PI and CO-Is 
ü  Look at project allocation and completion 
ü  Look at what observations have been requested 
ü  Look at what observations have already been observed 
ü  Download data 
ü  View important comments 
ü  View who is the support scientists for the project  



To access your own project: 











Accessing data – directly via the OMP/CADC 



Accessing data – via the OMP/CADC 

www.eaobservatory.org/jcmt/science/archive/guide/  







> oracdr_acsis –cwd 

> oracdr -loop file -files <in.txt> 
 

> oracdr_scuba2_850 –cwd 

> oracdr -loop file -files <in.txt> 
 

ACSIS Data Reduction Pipeline SCUBA-2 Data Reduction Pipeline 
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Heteroyne: Output from the pipeline. 

Narrowline Recipe :  

: Broadline Recipe  

Line forest  Recipe :  



SCUBA-2:  
Output from the pipeline. 

Blank field recipe:  

: Bright compact recipe  

: Bright extended recipe  



helpdesk@eaobservatory.org 


